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« Different Project from the I-526 (Mark Clark) Extension
 Funded for Engineering, Right-of Way, and Construction
 Improvements to Existing Transportation Infrastructure along 1-526

 Modifications to Existing Interchanges
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Improvements planned for congested section of I-526

By Liz SGrisT
Isegrist@schiznews com

comgested, accident-prone area of
Al:\l.'mla\c 526 could be widened
and improved to accommodate
the influx of drivers in the Lowsountry.
The S.C Department of Transpor-
tation is studying a neary eight-mile
stretch of the interstate between Rivers
Avene in North Charleston and Savan-
nah Highway in West Ashley
"This project is separate from the long-
time [-526 extension plan, which recently
lost state funding,
The study asea includes the massive,
busy interchange of Interstates 26 and
526,

“Whenever you have congestion, you
have accidents. .. We see significant safe-
ty issues out there, particularly at the
interchanges” said Joy Riley, the S.C.
DOT manager for the 526 Lowcountry
Corridoe Project.

Commuters typically come to a crawl
during morning and evening rush hours
on this span of 1-526. Accidents often
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will decrease driver wait times and
crashes.

“Back when the last segment of 526
was completed in 1992, there were sbout
50,000 vehicles, and you can see that now
were alseady petting sbove capacity and
s just going 1 continue to grow. .. We
are designing for the future and what we
fieel Future traffic levels are going to be”
Riley sabd.

‘Nearly 90,000 cars trave] between 1-26
and Isternational Boulevard each day,
according to Stantec principal Rick Day.
‘The North Charleston-based engineering
firmm, which plans and designs madways,
is working as a consultant with the DOT
on the projoct

The North Chardeston sde of 1-26
averages around 70,000 cars a day. That
decreases 10 around 40,000 cars & day in
the area where 1-526 dead-cnds in West
Ashley.

Those numbers are projecied to grow.

Yoo can see the growth Day said
“Iis going 1o really go a lot higher over
the next 20 years plus”

‘The 526 Lowcountry Corridor Proj-
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Relief on the horizon for congested

portion of I-526
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Project Overview

Stay INFORMED!
Join our Virtual Meetings

www.526LowcountryCorridor.com

Give Us
Your

Please Take our Survey
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/526LCSurvey



http://www.526lowcountrycorridor.com/
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/526LCSurvey

208 >2017>2018> 2019 > 2020 2021 > 2022

ALTERNATIVES

DEVELOPMENT
RIGHT-OF-WAY
FINAL DESIGN

Mid-2019 to Early-2022

CONSTRUCTION

Begin Mid-2020
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What is YOUR role as a
stakeholder?

Represent Larger User Groups

Identify Specific Concerns / Information About Corridor
Discuss Risks and Opportunities

Compliment Public Involvement Efforts

Meet Periodically Throughout the Project




Let us know your IDEAS!

1. Where are congested areas that need to be
addressed?

2. Where are the accident prone areas?

3. Do you know of any natural or man-made
features that are important in the project
boundary?

4. What is your biggest concern about this

project?



m6 Next Steps/
Conclusion
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Project Team
e Summarize the Concerns Expressed by the
Public
e Map the Environmental and Human Constraints &

 Begin the Development of Alternatives

e Begin to Analyze the Alternatives for Traffic

Benefits and Environmental Impacts

Stakeholders

 Next Meeting: Spring 2017
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Joy Riley, PE

SCDOT

P.0. Box 191

Columbia, SC 29202-0191

(803) 737-1346

phone
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THANK YOU For YOUR
PARTICIPATION TODAY.

LOWCOUNTRY CORRIDOR
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